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likely that the Catholic world would tolerate the
disappearance of the Papal State, or that the Cabinets
of Europe would calmly acquiesce in the formation
of a united Italian polity. Charles Albert himself
never dreamed of anything more ambitious than a
territory extending from the Alps to the Adriatic,
and a Piedmontese monarchy thus extended in the
north might co-exist with a variety of minor States
in the centre and south of the Peninsula.

In August 1848 the Piedmontese army was severely
defeated at Custozza, and the King compelled to sign
an armistice at Salasco. The Austrians were again
masters of Milan, and, with reaction triumphing in
Naples and France, the prospects of the Italian Revolu-
tion were indeed slender. But in the midst of a
prospect, generally black and stormy, there were two
points of bright light. The city of Venice, under the
inspiring direction of Daniele Manin, a Jewish lawyer,
had already thrown off the Austrian yoke, and had
signified its readiness to accept the dominion of
Piedmont when the armistice of Salasco suddenly
interrupted its purpose. Finding itself abandoned
by the Piedmontese, the Venetian government had a
fair and honourable excuse for making terms with the
Austrians. But \vhile they were resigned to fight
under the colours of Sardinia, the Venetians were yet
more eager to show that fifty years of servitude had
not extinguished the memory of ancient liberty, and
the lieges of St Mark determined to prolong a life of
gallant and desperate independence as a republic.
For a year the city of lagoons bade defiance to a great
and well-appointed army, which found to its cost
that one of the most languid and luxurious com-
munities in Europe could be steeled to endure priva-